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On the Wire:
Weblogs in the Library World
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Librarians and Bloggers

“There will be a new profession of
trailblazers, those who find delight in
the task of establishing useful trails
through the enormous mass of the
common record.”

:» Vannevar Bush, “Memex Revisited” in Science is
Not Enough (1967), p. 99
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What are blogs?

What is the blogosphere? Who are
bloggers and why do they blog?

What are libraries and library people
doing with blogs?

How does a blog work?

What the heck were these guys talking
about? (a.k.a. question period)




Number of Blogs Worldwide, 2003
weblogs 1,271,043
English weblogs B0O, 1719

Naote: includes blogs currently indexed by NITLE
Source: Nationa! institute for Technology and Liberal Education (NITLE)
ﬂﬂe.rrsusj&pmber.‘?ms

082333 LO00D eparkatar, In. W, BN EbEr Com

Mumber of Hosted Blogs Created, by Age, 2003

Blogs created % of blogs
created

10-12 30,500 1.3%
13-1% 2. 120,000 51.5%
20-2%9 1,630,000 I%6%
30-39 241,000 5.8%
40-49 41,700 1.0%
S0-59 18,500 0.4%
HO-69 13,200 0.3%
Total 4,120,000 100%
Source: Perseus Development Corporation, October 2003
(EZRO0 S0 ebarkater, inc wiow.eMarketer.com

NMumber of Hosted Blogs Created, by Gender, 2003

Blogs created % of blogs
created
Make 1,870,000 44%
Female 2,370,000 56%

Total 4,120,000 100%
Source: Perseus Development Corporation, October 2003
(A0 SE003 EMarkiber, wiw. sMarketer com




What's New, June 1993

June 27, 1993
Digital Equipment Corporation 15 running a "Web server from ther anonymous FTE server. Included are pomters to DEC product information, Wi and
OZFN FAQ's, DEC research reports, and more.

The Army Fesearch Laboratory is now running a Web server. Included iz information on the ART Scientific Visualization effort, a picture of the arnival of a
EZE-1 supercomputer at ART, and more.

Information on the Front Bange Consortium 15 now online -- here's thewr Web server. Members of the Front Eange Consortium mclude CAPP WCARSCT,
and NOAAFST.

The Mawvy Research Laboratory Advanced Concepts Group 15 now online.
June 25, 1993
A ek server has been installed at the Centre Uiversitaire d'Informatique of the Tiversity of Geneva. Information about various research groups at the
CT iz avalable, as well as a number of other experimental services.
June 24, 1993
The Institute for Theoretical Physics at State Tuversity of Wew TYork at Stony Brook 12 now runming a Web server. Included iz online Thstitute news bulletins,

a directory of people, and local system documentation.

HyTelnet 6.5 1s now online, see here.

* Mosaic's What’s New page from
June 1993 — June 1996

« Jorn Barger's Robot Wisdom Weblog
« Coined “weblog” in 1997




« Today there may be as
many as 4.12 million
blogs, predicted to be as
high as 10 million by _
December of 2004 7 =

..........

» The Blogging Iceberg —
http://www.perseusdevelopment.com/blogsurvey/
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Blogging 101

» Weblogs or blogs:
» Reqgularly and frequently updated web pages

» Contain postings of news, links, articles, papers,
editorials, photos, other documents, and other
multimedia objects

* Internet, or URL links throughout
* “Information tidbits”
» Can focus on one topic or many
* Newest entries generally appear first

» Product of a solo author, multiple authors, or
large community of authors |
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The Shape of Your Blog

» Many different shapes, sizes, and formats

« Simple hand-coded pages to advanced
systems that use dynamic programming
languages and database-driven back ends

» Maintenance and updating can be as simple as
sending an email

» Customization options can range from the
simple to the complex!

© THE CHOICE IS YOURS! © ___g¢

——
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Irnagination is more important than knowledge, (Albert Einstein)
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! U?’ P APRIL 2004
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The Cult of Mac Blog N E
4 =] E 7 g 9 10
(ﬁf-hhhhhhhhhhhh! Where does the time go?! Sometimes you're so busy, all yvou want to do is ditch 11 1212l 14 15116 | 17
yvour job, jurmp in your car, and head off down the highway, Even better if you can do it listening il sl [ s B
to your ipod..
25 2k 27 28 29 ]| 30

The first car with an integrated iPod -- a dinky Smart car -- will go on sale in Europe Rext | ARCHIVES

April 2004 March 2004 February 2004 January

rmonth, according .tc\ Tech Dig?st.. A-.'ailal:tle for about $22,500, S.mart's: two-zeater i-rmowve D a o o ams Syt e e i

features a 20-GB iPod and built-in charging cradle that hooks directly into the sound 2003 Septermnber 2003 August 2003 July 2003 June
o= systen-'u. Only 70 of the cars are available, Accc.\rding to Macwarld LIK,-rnnst Eur-npean 22':'3033 ﬂ:ifﬁrﬂ%?ﬂ%ilIf)?ennlzjesmE:rréhﬂgguts‘losgmg::y

countries have banned short-range FM transmitters cornmonly used in the United States 2002 October 2002 Septermmber 2002
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Software - Making it Easy
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The Joy of Tech™ by Witrozac & Snaggy

SEE HOMEY, NOW YOU
DON'T HAVE TO WASTE
TIME ASKING ME HOW MY
DAY WENT... JUST CHECK
MY BLOG SITE!

© 2002 Geak Cultura ®

joyoftech.com

It wasn't too long afterwards, that Samantha
started blogging someone else.

/

—

» http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/joyimages/353.gif




Who’s Blogging Now

» Journalists, politicians, pundits, corporations,
and libraries! (hardly surprising)

» Writers - Timely dissemination of their work
« Editorials, late breaking news, new developments,
« 2 way conversation
« “Comments” feature

 Instantly published

« Turns single perspective accounts into multi-
contributor conversations
= accountability, clarity and a little less bias



PAUL MARTIN TIMES.CA

GeorgeWBush.com/Blog

The Official Howard Dean Weblog +*
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Blogging in the Library World

* News and awareness within the profession
» Organizational news

* Advocacy and marketing

« Commentary and reflection

* Project management

* Intranet — Knowledge management tool
 Living resumeé — portfolio of interests



» General:

» The Shifted Librarian
Library Stuff
Librarian.net
Peter Scott’s Library Blog
LISnews.com
Blogdriverswaltz.com (Geoff)

« Subject-focused:
» Confessions of a Science Librarian
 The Handheld Librarian
« SciTech Library Question (Randy & Geoff)
« Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog

ind




eneral and Subject-focused

Peter Scott’s Library Blog

Sponsored by X refe romm

Blog links

Links
About Peter Developing the Legal e-library: looking beyond the law
Recent buoks This free hal-day seminar in London's Paddington
sz ociations Hiltan Hotel will provide a lock at the challenges and
Confarennes issues faced by legal information specialists when
— assessing, purchasing and integrating online resources

Library Jobs Worldwide for use in law firms - April 30, 2004, Paddington Hiltan

Librarians' Index to the Internst Hotel, London
Open fccess Mews
ResourceShslf

wrefer's websits Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Occasional postings about issues and concerns of interest Colette Bryce has won top prize in the 2003 Mational Postry

February 2003 Competition, beating more than 2,000 other entrants, The Derry-
{but not restricted to) engineering and scitech librarians. Mharch 2003 born poet will receive a £5,000 cheque at an awards ceremony in
april 2003 London on Fridey for her winning effort, The Full Indian Rope Trick -
Mhary 2003 link to this blog ent
June 2003
July 2003
1 Search this site: August 2003 ProQuest Information and Learning has acquired Reading &-7, the
27 April zooq | September 2003 sward-winning publisher of K-5 reading resources. Reading &7 affars
October 2003 extensive and affordable reading resources for educators, parents,
Search Mowember 2003 and hame-school families worldwide by delivering downloadable,
Copernicus Gesselschaft - a Cornucopia of Open Access Decemher 2003 printable books, and other resources over the Internst -- link to this
titles Login January 2004 blog entry
February 2004
Copernicus Gesselschaft is an exemplary Open Access publisher, providing SUBSCRIBE! Mia".’:h il ) X . . ) )
free online distribution of a number of journal titles on behalf of the Enter your ermail address below April 2004 Sciencelirect has announced that prestigious Elsevier Book Seres |
|
European Geosciences Union. All of the following journals are freely L UL EEL DR
available online, in addition, print wolumes can be acquired by librares I:l
whose clientele and storage space permit andfor require such access.
subscribe
; q powered by Bloglet ; L]
Advances in Geosciences Fullkext w1+ (Z0034); Print NEWS-com
ISSN: 1680-7340; Online ISSN: 1680-7359 Librarian % Information Science News
B i B
" N Suggest Story | Contact | Most Popular Stories | Mailing List | Hosting | Abot
Atrmospheric Chermistry & Physics i‘ﬁ:;’z:r‘;"g::ﬂ"rqn;”::;’:::.'
Fulltext w1+ {2001+); Print ISSH: 1680-7316; Online Features
. Home Wielcome to LISHaws.com
TSS08 LEEO-r8a postad by Rochells on Tussday April 27, @1lii8pM &
from the people-in-black-trench-coats dept,
"
: Atrmospheric Chermistry & Physies Discussions ABOUT 5TLQ Here's a story from Invester's Business Daily that tallcs abeut the __
Fulltext w1+ (2001+); Print ISSN: 1680-7367; Onling Welcome to The (sci-tech) Library bility that U5 inell is gathering infe from and B ';g‘“‘“"‘“““’ Lbrart
monitoring blogs BREES

O paTRIOT Act
Intelligence gathering, according to Jock Gill, former Clinton Internet adviser "is about O Lozs Of Fair Us=

listening with a critical ear, and blogs are just another conversation to listen to and Oachnatogy
evaluate. They also are closer to (some sitwations) and may serve as eatly alerts.”" Gill O The 1ntermet / ww
~— || spoke at an Intelli conference in D.C. in mid- April O Filtering
- Greste Account O
- Loain c
- Why Bother? ¢ J O Liberals

[ Results | polls ]
Comments:# | Votes: 307

i P dehatle s Tyssger ent 7 aoc & :
2
School officials at Proesser (WA) High School notified police after an R
art teacher handed over some anti-war drawings done by a 15-year- + [nbruce] ALA searching
old student. According to this CITI story, "the drawing that drew the e

most notice showed a man in what appeared to be Middle Eastern- todai's migraing g
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« Waterboro Public Library (Maine)
o hito.//www.waterborolibrary.orq/bloqg.htm

... h20boro lib blog

Waterboro Public Library (ME) weblog of literary and library news and resources

New York Times: i Tuesday, April 13, 2004

login: waterlib

e Book Groups Big in Britain
password: water

Christina Patterson of the Independent reports that "[a]ccording to recent estimates, there

are about 50,000 reading groups in this country. ... What started as a largely homogensous
(fermale, older, middle-class) phenomenon, has swept through the country like a wirus,
search the website infecting women, and some men, across age ranges and demographics. There are nows
WPL site map reading groups in bookshops, libraries, hospitals, offices and prisons, as well as in people's
fiction boaklists 1 homes." Fun article, about demographics, books, and food arrangements for book groups
news/sparts fueather ; ("while some groups are clearly a slender excuse for a tasty snack, a natter and a nice bottle
contact : of chardonnay, others take their reading very seriously indeed." And some do both!)

# posted by w9038 Ak

Copyright Law for Teachers and Students
This 2-page PDF chart, Copyright and Fair Use Guidelings for Teachers, lists and describes
each medium (printed material, video, illustrations, music, computer software, internet
material, etc.), explains what can legally be done with the material, and details how copy-
making or distribution are limited by law and what exceptions may exist. (You may have to
rotate the pages clockwise one turn to read them.)

|

book reviewws

book stores
book lists

kids' book lists

# posted by w0 9121 Ak
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* University of Alberta Library News

e hitto://www.library.ualberta.ca/news

Spotlight on....

Theses u‘ Théses

C A NADA

The Theses Canada Portal
provides the full-text, electronic
versions of Canadian theses in
PDF format for theses published
from the beginning of 1998 to
2002.

Theses and dissertations from
over 50 participating
Canadian universities are
available, including those from
the University of Alberta. The
Theses Canada Portal also
provides bibliographic records for
all theses in the National Library
of Canada collection added since
1965.

Staff Profile

ndsay
Johnston

| February 05, 2004

NEW DATABASES

Archive of the Indigenous Languages of Latin America - a digital archive of recordings and
texts in and about the indigenous languages of Latin America.

cA

X - an index to the contents of some 70 West Indian journals, published within in the
Caribbea

region. It also includes theses and papers presented at conferences.

Carribean Abstracts - abstracts in English of selected books and articles in the humanities and
social sciences published since 13839,

International Toxicity Estimates for Risk - compiled by Toxicology Excellence for Risk
Assessment (TERA), and contains data in support of human health risk assessments.

Tesis Doctorales en Xarxa - full-text database of Doctoral theses published in Catalonian
universities (Spain).

February 04, 2004

MNEW E-JOURNALS

& Journal of Systematic Palacontology
& Systematics and Biodiversit

February 03, 2004

IMPROVING NETWORK SECURITY THROUGH CCID AUTHENTICATION

Security i a top priority for all members of the campus infermatien technelogy community. To
improve the security of itz networked services, the University of Alberta Library will be requiring
authentication (valid logon) for the use of its public computing environment. Authentication will be
implemented during Reading Week.

What will this mean in practice? You will need to have a valid Campus Computing ID (CCID) to access
library databases or the internet from the public computers in the library - there will be no impact on
using the library catalogue or databases from your office, lab or home. You will still be able to search
and navigate the Library's website and catalogue without authenticating. However, accessing database
resources, linking out to the internet or accessing e-mail from a library public computer will require
authentication through logon with your CCID. It will be important to remember to close the browser
and logout when you are done to prevent your 1D being used by the next person who steps up to the
workstation.

Notices

February 2004

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
B g i0 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 13 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Archives

Search Library News

Search

ZUMHARIES
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Commentary and Reflection

» Jessamyn West — librarian.net

A T

-- RevlibRed

-- library signs: PATRIOT
-- library signs: CIPA

-- slo-rno library crawl

Mo cool hack I ever did
produced the spectacular
results of computer plus
librarian plus knowledge of
the subject. It's an
awesome trinity....

- Micholas Carroll, from
Hastings Research

work stuff

Z50ct... LISWedding
Q&now... MH Lib conf,
10jan... ALA
#¥mar... Columbia
SYMPOsium

search me:

]

ny times login
user: mythofthe
pass: liberalmedia

mt parts
Movember 2003
October 2003
Septemnber 2003

P

putting the rarin® back in librarian since 1993

I read, therefore I'm dangerous?
. repeal the USA PATRIOT Act

~ |

siternap ¢ links : about @ contact @ xml : me : booklist

10novD3

Library Autonomous Zone, nice looking blog from San Diego librarian James Jacohbs,

An article from a 1912 Bulletin of the Medical Library Association on the disinfection of books,

Ity Bordesus, several people were attacked by a feverish lumbage after having rearranged the library books of the
Faculty of Medicine,

What is it with the lawsuits against porn surfing librarians lately? apparently if you are caught surfing for porn in
Utah you'll be fired and threatened with jail time. But, if you get fired for [ooking at porn in a Kansas library, you
just might have a wronaful termination suit, Incidentally, most of us librarians know that "checking to see if the
filter is working'" is not a real good excuse when caught viewing porn.

Elementary school teacher accused of child abuse [duct taping children to the blackboard] in Florida gets to work in
the school library while she is awaiting trial.

LLR¥ -- now with ads by Google -- has published a wonderful pathfinder to researching medical lit on the Internet,
This is niot just lists of links, it's detailed analysis about what each resource contains, and how useful it will be to
librarians.

Fnovd3

Hi. The talk went really well except for some technical problems which were outside of my contral, The NHLA librarians
were a great audience, more smilers and nodders than sleepers [one of these days T will not pull the after-lunch slot]
and I felt like the information I had was not too tired and not too novel, The morning talk on increasing compensation
was also really interesting and well thought out, Totally worth the 80 minute drive.

I just finished &l Franken's book so I have been getting a bit more savvy about how to interpret media statements
by the right wing, but this one ropes librarians in, Regarding the name of the new bill curtailing abortion -- the
Partial Birth Abortion Bill -- conservatives defended it saying "Mational Institutes of Health and the Mational Library
of Medicine both list anline in their dictionaries the term partial birth abortion and define it as it's been defined by

|+




Project Management

» U of A Libraries’ Knowledge Common Blog
» 10+ other blogs currently in the making!

& ALBERTA
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Blog Updates
Sparm in blog comments
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zside of the blag
Displaving posting
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Cnline Resource Shelf

CHMS Related Mews
windows - SFTP Using
WinSCP3E Computer
crashes Labs with SPSS
software 3D Printing on
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Course-specific issues
Psych 105 Shaockwaue
Tutarial Speech pattern
assignment EAS 202

APRIL 20, 2004

10 Login | Library | ©HS | Subrit CHS Trouble Report | Staffiet | Staff webrnail | winter Staff Schedule | Spring/Surnrner Staff Schedule::

TROUELE REPORT

The mouse on station B1l4-w31 does not work, I have sent a trouble report.

Posted by heather 2t 02:12 PM | Cormments (0)

show cormnrments right here »

APRIL 17, 2004

A: DRIVE - MEETING ROOM B

A number of disks have become stucl in the A drive of the computer in meeting room B,
I have put a sign on the computer and sent a trouble report,

Posted by heather at 04:47 PM | Comments (0]

show cornrments right here »

__-_-_--——
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Search: O Entries O

Carmrments O Both
Sort By: :
|Authured On Date V§

Sort Order: ! ASCBnding

.
||
.

ARCHIVES

April 2004 | March 2004 |
February 2004 | January 2004 |
Decernber 2003 | Movember
2003 | October 2003 |
Septernber 2003 | August 2003
|

RECENT ENTRIES

Trouble repart
A Drive - Meeting Room B
colour printer
CL Drive problem
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Blogging Advantages?

 Emalil
* Individual or group?

- Save or purge; folders
and rules wizards

« re:re:re:re...
» Clogged inbox

» Reference/Operations
Binder
 easlily out of date
« dog-eared

« yellow stickies indexing
system

« Archived posting by date
and category

« Easily updated

» Searchable

 FAQ by default

» Accessible anywhere
 Distributed maintenance

« Improved peer/collegial
support

* “Push” (email/RSS) and
‘pull” information =
delivery




Intranet

“...smart enterprise suite is defined as an integrated suite made up of
search, classification, content-management, collaboration, knowledge-
management, and process-management components.” (InfoWorld)

University of Alberta Libraries

StafiNet

Home | HelpD I Content | Blogs | Docurments | Staffk

October 25, 2003

tertetw

Please note most database interface vendors no longer dewvelop and/or support telnet interfaces, This is because telnet
interfaces do not support many of the features that are required by today's library catalogues, e.g. the ability to link to
external web sources like electronic journals, ahility to provide internal links to related subjects/authors, and the ability
to provide a graphical point and click environment.

Posted by kgood at 09:43 PM | Cormrmnents (0]

test

Please note most database interface vendors no longer develop and/or support telnet interfaces. This is because telnet
interfaces do not support many of the features that are required by today's library catalogues, e.q. the ability to link to
external web sources like electronic journals, ability to provide internal links to related subjects/authors, and the ability
to provide a graphical point and click environment.

Posted by kgood at 09:43 PM | Cormrments (0]

gdfgdsg

Please note most database interface vendors no longer dewvelop and/or support telnet interfaces, This is because telnet
interfaces do not support many of the features that are required by today's library catalogues, e.g. the ability to link to
external web sources like electronic journals, ability to provide internal links to related subjects/authors, and the ability
to provide a graphical point and click environment.,

Posted by kgood at 09:43 PM | Cormrmnents (0]
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USING WEBLOGS TO MARKET LIBRARIAMNS

One of my new mantras is the use of weblogs to market aneself to employers and other job related
activities (writing projects, speaking engagements, etc).

For those that think that consistently publishing to the Web via a weblog will not bring about other
oppartunities should take a loak at this article:

“The publication that got Elizabeth Splers her joh 3t New York magazine hever saw priht, Her
witty synthesis of media news and celebrity qossip was showcased on a frequently updated Web
fog {or *blog®) called Gawker.com, which made Its debut late last vear and soon became a dally
stop for more than 40,000 Web surfers, including much of Manhattan's media alite.” {link via

Hypergene)

11:25 PM Perrnalink | Cormrnents (0] | TrackBack (1]

* Above: librarystuff.net

 http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sh
ase/chi-0310080091oct0
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* Blogs at Harvard
Initiative- anyone with
a harvard.edu e-mail
address can create a
free weblog.

» Challenged “to harness the Internet to build
intellectual bridges that would facilitate
the flow of information and ideas between the
University's disparate schools and centers. “

» Jo date: 500+ blogs in directory :
...-—-'-""'/‘N///

':!l
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University of Minnesota Libraries

« Goals of UML: look at ways...
» that we can change the scholarly publishing
paradigm,
* ways that we can create communities of interest,
* And ways that we can create a digital repository of
scholarly output.
« UTHINK: faculty, staff, and students a unique
way to interact with each other concerning
courses and assignments

-

http://staff.lib.umn.edu/ug/uicd-blogmore.phtmi
http://www.lib.umn.edu/san/mt




UThink

A%, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESO" A

| * -WHATSNDE
Login to your blog [’TTH]}IK
art your own mlog! BLO(]S AT THE 4 s
“tapidly CEESIEEEUN G IS
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Remember this...

» Blogs represent:
* Knowledge management
» Collaboration, community and conversation

» Easy yet flexible tools

« Managing teams, projects, news, bookmarks,
events, ideas, discussion

* Opportunity



 Handout available at:
http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.pdf




Finale

O This presentation available at:
@ http.//www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.ppt

O For more info, contact:

W Geoffrey Harder: geoffrey.harder@ualberta.ca,
780.492.7914

% Randy Reichardt: randy.reichardi@ualberta.ca,
780.492.7911




