
���������	�
�����
�

���	�
����
��

�
���
�����	�
��������������

Geoffrey Harder & Randy ReichardtGeoffrey Harder & Randy Reichardt
University of Alberta LibrariesUniversity of Alberta Libraries
Alberta Library Conference, 2004Alberta Library Conference, 2004



�������������	�
��

���

“There will be a new profession of 
trailblazers, those who find delight in 
the task of establishing useful trails 
through the enormous mass of the 

common record.”
:: Vannevar Bush, “Memex Revisited” in Science is 

Not Enough (1967), p. 99
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� What are blogs?
� What is the blogosphere? Who are 

bloggers and why do they blog? 
� What are libraries and library people 

doing with blogs? 
� How does a blog work?
� What the heck were these guys talking 

about? (a.k.a. question period) 
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• Mosaic's What’s New page from 
June 1993 – June 1996

• Jorn Barger’s Robot Wisdom Weblog
• Coined “weblog” in 1997
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• Today there may be as 
many as 4.12 million 
blogs, predicted to be as 
high as 10 million by 
December of 2004

� The Blogging Iceberg –
http://www.perseusdevelopment.com/blogsurvey/
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• Weblogs or blogs:
• Regularly and frequently updated web pages
• Contain postings of news, links, articles, papers, 

editorials, photos, other documents, and other 
multimedia objects

• Internet, or URL links throughout
• “Information tidbits”

• Can focus on one topic or many
• Newest entries generally appear first
• Product of a solo author, multiple authors, or 

large community of authors
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• Extremely personal to completely impersonal
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• Many different shapes, sizes, and formats
• Simple hand-coded pages to advanced 

systems that use dynamic programming 
languages and database-driven back ends

• Maintenance and updating can be as simple as 
sending an email

• Customization options can range from the 
simple to the complex!                   

���� THE CHOICE IS YOURS! ����



Posting

Archived Link

Date

Commenting

CategoryExternal Links
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� http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/joyimages/353.gif
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• Journalists, politicians, pundits, corporations, 
and libraries! (hardly surprising)

• Writers - Timely dissemination of their work
• Editorials, late breaking news, new developments, 
• 2 way conversation
• “Comments” feature

• Instantly published
• Turns single perspective accounts into multi-

contributor conversations
= accountability, clarity and a little less bias



����������
��
�




��

��
��������������%�, ���	

• News and awareness within the profession
• Organizational news
• Advocacy and marketing
• Commentary and reflection
• Project management
• Intranet – Knowledge management tool
• Living résumé – portfolio of interests
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• General:
• The Shifted Librarian
• Library Stuff
• Librarian.net
• Peter Scott’s Library Blog
• LISnews.com
• Blogdriverswaltz.com (Geoff)

• Subject-focused:
• Confessions of a Science Librarian
• The Handheld Librarian
• SciTech Library Question (Randy & Geoff)
• Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog
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• Waterboro Public Library (Maine)
• http://www.waterborolibrary.org/blog.htm
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• University of Alberta Library News
• http://www.library.ualberta.ca/news
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• Public awareness
• Promotion of profession or 

organizational 
accomplishments

• Blogging reveals our 
sometimes secret identity to 
the non-library world!
• Technophiles and web experts!
• Information junkies! 
• Gods of trivial pursuit!
• Freedom fighters!
• Hip, savvy, relevant & 

happenin’!
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• Jessamyn West – librarian.net
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• U of A Libraries’ Knowledge Common Blog
• 10+ other blogs currently in the making!
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• Archived posting by date 
and category

• Easily updated
• Searchable
• FAQ by default
• Accessible anywhere
• Distributed maintenance
• Improved peer/collegial 

support
• “Push” (email/RSS) and 

“pull” information 
delivery 

• Email
• Individual or group? 
• Save or purge; folders 

and rules wizards
• re:re:re:re…
• Clogged inbox

• Reference/Operations 
Binder 
• easily out of date
• dog-eared
• yellow stickies indexing 

system
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“…smart enterprise suite is defined as an integrated suite made up of 

search, classification, content-management, collaboration, knowledge-
management, and process-management components.” (InfoWorld)
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• Above: librarystuff.net
• http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/showc

ase/chi-0310080091oct08.story
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• Blogs at Harvard 
initiative- anyone with 
a harvard.edu e-mail
address can create a 
free weblog. 

• Challenged “to harness the Internet to build 
intellectual bridges that would facilitate 
the flow of information and ideas between the 
University's disparate schools and centers. “

• To date: 500+ blogs in directory



Blogging and the U of M Libraries: http://staff.lib.umn.edu/ug/uicd-blogmore.phtml
Blogs at the University Libraries, http://www.lib.umn.edu/san/mt
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• Goals of UML: look at ways…
• that we can change the scholarly publishing 

paradigm,
• ways that we can create communities of interest,
• And ways that we can create a digital repository of 

scholarly output.

• UTHINK: faculty, staff, and students a unique 
way to interact with each other concerning 
courses and assignments
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“… students, faculty and staff at the University can let 

their opinions be heard.”
“…rapidly discuss opinions, issues, and ideas, and 

allow people from across the country, and campus, to 
connect with each other through these ideas.”

“…excellent collaborative work environment tool”
“write about their research interests, and encourage 
others in their field to comment on these writings or 

even create their own blog to share their own 
thoughts.”

“… promote discussion within classes on 
campus…professors and TAs will easily be able to 

create blogs for specific classes and give the students 
in those classes access to post articles and opinions.”
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• Blogs represent:
• Knowledge management
• Collaboration, community and conversation

• Easy yet flexible tools
• Managing teams, projects, news, bookmarks, 

events, ideas, discussion

• Opportunity



• Handout available at:
http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.pdf
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�This presentation available at:
http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.ppt

�For more info, contact:
Geoffrey Harder: geoffrey.harder@ualberta.ca, 
780.492.7914
Randy Reichardt: randy.reichardt@ualberta.ca, 
780.492.7911

Thank you!


